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Evaluation Report of Research and Development on “Geological Disposal of High-level

Radioactive Waste” (Interim Report)

Geological Disposal Research and Development Department
Sector of Decommissioning and Radioactive Waste Management
Japan Atomic Energy Agency

Tokai-mura, Naka-gun, Ibaraki-ken

(Received October 22, 2015)

Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) consulted the advisory committee,
“Evaluation Committee on Research and Development (R&D) Activities for Geological
Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Waste”, for an interim review of R&D activities on
high-level radioactive waste disposal in accordance with “General Guideline for the
Evaluation of Government Research and Development (R&D) Activities” by the
Cabinet Office, Government of Japan, “Guideline for Evaluation of R&D in Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology” and JAEA’s “Regulation on
Conduct for Evaluation of R&D Activities”.

In response to JAEA’s request, the Committee reviewed mainly the progress of the
R&D project on geological disposal, the relevance of the project outcome during the
period of the second midterm plan (FY2010-2014) and the prospect of the next term in
light of requirements and effectiveness for R&D activities. As a result, the Committee
concluded that the progress of the R&D project was satisfactorily made from the
viewpoint of improvements of reliability and practicality for implementation. In
addition, the Committee provided a couple of advises to be addressed in the project in
next term in light of transfer of techniques and the knowledge taking account of the

long-term implementation of the repository program.

Keywords: Geological Disposal, High-level Radioactive Waste, Evaluation Committee,

Interim Review

This evaluation report presents the result of third-party evaluation conducted in
accordance with the “General Guideline for the Evaluation of Government R&D

Activities” by the Cabinet Office, Government of Japan, etc.
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