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INTRODUCTION OUR PURPOSE AND STRATEGY

Commercial Business

National Strategic Technical Work

UK Technical Advisor

• NNL is the UK’s national nuclear laboratory 

for fission which operates on an 

autonomous commercial basis

• NNL is owned by the UK Government and 

has three roles given to it by the 

Government

• NNL operates world leading facilities doing 

world class science
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NNL: AT A GLANCE

• Around 1000 employees including 450 Scientists

Preston

NDA estate

MOD

BEIS

EDF Energy

Revenue ~ £120m

Earnings to Reinvest (profit) £10m p/a on average

Keeping reactors operating through 

examining fuel in high active facilities

Providing critical 

infrastructure and 

capabilities in support 

of advanced nuclear

Creating cost effective 

clean up solutions 

saving the taxpayer 

approximately 

£1billion/year

Critical support to submarine fleet with 

respect to the nuclear deterrent

Workington - dedicated facility for 

non-radioactive test rig activities

Sellafield - high active facilities 

supporting Sellafield, EDF and MOD:

• Central Lab – State of the art 

nuclear research facility

• Windscale - Unique fuel handling 

and inspection facility

Preston - nuclear physics and 

advanced reactor modelling and 

fuel R&D labs

Warrington – engineering 

design and high performance 

computing

Stonehouse and Culham –

reactor materials expertise

£1.5 billion critical nuclear R&D infrastructure
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NNL’S POSITION IN THE UK

GovernanceGovernance and 

funding

Sponsorship and 

funding

Sponsorship

Commercially awarded 

contracts from other 

customers

Commercially 

awarded 

contracts

Technical 

underpinning and 

applied R&D
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Key societal and economic drivers:

Decarbonisation

Ageing / growing population

Reversing impact of unsustainable development

Economic development and growth

Societal impact of digital technologies

These are fundamental facts of the 21st century. How these challenges 

develop and are addressed – the future scenarios – can only be modelled 

with varying degrees of accuracy

The world is facing massive challenges…
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OUR PURPOSE AND STRATEGYCLEAN ENERGY

Securing the UK’s place as a global leader in the 
clean energies of the future by developing 
advanced nuclear technologies and leading 
their deployment

• Supporting existing fleet
• Development and deployment of small and 

advanced reactors
• Advanced Fuel Cycle Programme



OUR PURPOSE AND STRATEGYENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION

Driving a step change in the way legacy and future 
wastes are processed by applying innovative 
science and breakthrough technologies

• Working in partnership with the NDA estate, 
helping to reduce the cost of management of 
our nuclear legacy* 

• Leveraging UK expertise to make a difference to 
programmes across the world

*Since 2008, our collaboration has saved UK taxpayers over £7 billion



OUR PURPOSE AND STRATEGYHEALTH AND NUCLEAR MEDICINE

Establishing an indigenous UK supply of vital 
medical radioisotopes
• Unique access to skills, capabilities and 

material
• Working with academia and the medical 

sector to establish a sustainable supply of 
isotopes

• Positioning the UK on the global stage



OUR PURPOSE AND STRATEGYSECURITY AND NON-PROLIFERATION

Facilitating the global peaceful use of nuclear 
technologies by ensuring security and non-
proliferation

• Becoming a recognised Strategic Authority
• Demonstrating leadership through deployment 

of NNL capabilities (including supporting the 
development and deployment of small and 
advanced reactors)

• Investing in talent, science, technology & 
innovation

• Forming partnerships with emphasis on 
increasing value to UK
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