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For the past few months, | have been a visiting researcher at the Integrated Support Centre for
Nuclear Nonproliferation and Nuclear Security (ISCN), where this organization supports the
development of capacity building and infrastructure via training and education. The research
period was from Nov 1st, 2016 until Jan 21st, 2017 and | was assigned to the section of
International Capacity-Building Support Office.
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3. azA
3-1 Valuable Lesson at ISCN

For the past few months, | have been a visiting researcher at the Integrated Support
Centre for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Nuclear Security (ISCN), where this
organization supports the development of capacity building and infrastructure via training
and education. The research period was from Nov 1st, 2016 until Jan 21st, 2017 and |
was assigned to the section of International Capacity-Building Support Office.

My research during my stay in Tokai, Japan focused on the understanding of the Model
Protocol Additional to the Agreement between State and The International Atomic
Energy Agency for The Application of Safeguards (INFCIRC/540), its relations to
safeguards agreement and its implementation. This research included both theoretical part
and practical exercise. Furthermore, there were specific exercises with incremental
difficulties discussed, aiming to improve understanding on Additional Protocol
declarations, Complementary Access requirements and practices as well as to develop
capability of Complementary Access implementations. Working at the organization, gave
me a brand new experience since Japan’s working environment was totally different from
my home country, Malaysia.

My colleagues at ISCN are very experienced, knowledgeable and helpful. They
assisted me on achieving my objectives of research via mentoring session, visiting Japan
Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) facilities and in fact, | got the opportunity to join SSAC’s
Training Course. During mentoring session, they tried their best to explain on any
questions that | raised and even gave various examples. While during my visit to one of
JAEA’s facility, | get to interview their staffs regarding their preparation for
Complementary Access by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The
preparation includes administrative arrangements, verification tools or equipment, work
force preparedness where there will be specific personnel with expertise present during
the access, related documentations, personnel protective equipment (PPE), readiness of
environmental sampling if necessary and special arrangements in case involving
Managed Access.

Life in Tokai was enjoyable and adventurous despite with the cold weather, which
obviously I am not familiar with since | came from monsoon tropical country. Things in
Japan that | cannot forget were punctuality and cleanliness. | travelled from Masago
International Lodgings to ISCN everyday by JAEA bus and the bus never arrived late at
the bus stop and departed right on time. Besides, the public transportation in Japan was
superb that they were always on time and unusual to see trash all over the train stations.
Most of the places | went in Japan were very clean and neat. Overall, Japan was awesome.
Last but not least, | would like to boost my appreciation and sincere thanks to colleagues
at ISCN especially the member of International Capacity-Building Support Office, for
unconditional support during my stay in Tokai.

[#75 :NURUL SAREEZA BINTI AZIDIN]
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