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In my country, | work in the Division of Nuclear Security and Safeguards in the Vietnam
Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety (in short called VARANS). VARANS is the regulatory
body of Vietnam. I know the Integrated Support Center for Nuclear Nonproliferation and
Nuclear Security (ISCN) as an important organization in Asia in the field of nuclear security and
non-proliferation. Therefore, | asked my boss at VARANS to give me an opportunity to work as
a short-term researcher to study this field and to participate in a training course at the ISCN, with
the objective of learning from leading experts of the region and the world on nuclear security.
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62 EU-CBRN-COE: European Union Chemical Biological Radiological and Nuclear Risk Mitigation Centres of
Excellence Initiative
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3. 2TAh
3-1 Valuable lessons at the ISCN/JAEA

In my country, I work in the Division of Nuclear Security and Safeguards in the
Vietnam Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety (in short called VARANS). VARANS
is the regulatory body of Vietnam. | know the Integrated Support Center for Nuclear
Nonproliferation and Nuclear Security (ISCN) as an important organization in Asia in the
field of nuclear security and non-proliferation. Therefore, 1 asked my boss at VARANS
to give me an opportunity to work as a short-term researcher to study this field and to
participate in a training course at the ISCN, with the objective of learning from leading
experts of the region and the world on nuclear security.

This is my 3rd business trip to Japan and also the 2nd business trip of mine in Tokai. |
have been working especially with the staff at the office of JAEA, which has made me
become more mature.

In recent years, with the development of applications using radioactive sources and
nuclear materials in Vietnam, VARANS has developed our capacity in the field of law
and regulation. However, we have focused more on aspects of safety management for
nuclear materials and radioactive sources, it makes us lack the balance among aspects
such as safety, security and non-proliferation. So, my objective is to learn from colleagues
at the ISCN about national infrastructure for nuclear security. Through that, I want to
evaluate the infrastructure of Vietnam and search for the best direction for myself to help
VARANS improve our system of nuclear security management.

Working at ISCN, I realized that | made the right choice for achieving my objectives.
The first thing | want to say is that the working culture is different compared with other
Asian countries. My colleagues at the ISCN always work very hard and responsibly. For
me, ISCN staff members give me motivation to work harder. Secondly, I've been working
with experts in the field of nuclear security. Colleagues at the ISCN have always helped
me with all my questions about the objectives, requirements and approaches on an
infrastructure for national nuclear security. Subsequently, at the ISCN, | have been
working with researchers from several countries, and it is useful in extending my
experience and approach on nuclear security. Finally, my English has improved so much.
My native language is not English, so my English is not so good. However, practicing
communicating and discussing work with people has enabled me to improve my English.

Working with colleagues at ISCN makes me become more mature and broadens my
knowledge and experience. | hope that I will have more opportunities to learn at ISCN in
the future. Finally, | would like to thank my colleagues at JAEA who have supported me
with my research.

[International Capacity-Building Support Office, Van Thanh PHAN]
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